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How Stands United Sﬁlfes of;émerico'a?
Gleams of Observation By Visitor Here

Noted Merchant of London and A;—stralia Gives Frank View
of Uncle Sam’s Country, People and Business as He Sees
Them—Some Dlsappomtments Noted

By D. STEWART DAWOON

(Mr, Dawson, a visitor from London,
has weritten the following article espe
cially for the Star-Bulletin. He is one
of the merchant captains of industry
of Austraissla, with establishments ir
Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, Perth,
Auckland, Woellington, Christchurch
and Dunedin, as well as in London.
He has been visiting here for some
time sand leaves for Australia on Jan-
uary 24.)

Dgring the last 25 years., it has
Leen my privilege in connection with
husiness to have made gbout 15 voy-
ages petween l.ondon, Australia and
New Zealand, but only two of these
have been made through the 1'nited
itates. | am now en route on the sec.
mmd. Wheh a businessman of 6%

travels through a comparatively new |

he will naturally try to see
in all -thelr characteristic

country,
matters

‘hearings, he will keap a perfectly open

mind, rememberipg the weaknesses,
and faflures, as well ag the stremgth,
and fortitude his own country, so
that he may
line far o rison. Such a man will
take a keen Imterest in the business,
formula of that new country. He will
lnok around him everywhere for im-
proveaments. and new busines ideas.
f nis mind is receptive, he will get
from the presence of such things an
invigordting téenlc for nis mentality.
This {8 my view of just how such
matte affect the environment of
myself.
Confident in Right Over Might
Referring hack to the old country
which [ left November 25 needless to
say | came away full of concern, but

pevertheless buoyed up in the bellefl

that “justice and right will prevall”
and that Fngland's herculean effort
now being exerted in the cause of
elvilization will at no great distant
dete enshrine the “Homeland lsle”
with eternal fame, and the abiding
_endeatment'of all civilized nationd.
BUT HOW STANDS AMERICA,
that land of vaunted progress, where
" passing evenls have proved that
hereditary w‘x not fill the
sadage of ic
jand where the soul of all that should
count as representing the highest in-
stinots “of - howianity seemingly has

_m; as against a prob-
way" in anticlpated

lf.l'l’ m of the nlmuhty‘

Scover @ true and just |

ker than 'umr.r

i America's Industry and Purpose

Turning to what should represent
and stand for Americas aims and
n her commercial achieve-
may nit be out of place to
that perhaps | arrived in New
high expectations, Ome
1 was prepared for, and
t things, and |
keat my eyes wide open, so that all
the thrill of manly business, progress,
and achievement might find |
goal within me.
America Disappoints Me

Well to come to the crux of the
matter, let me say at once, | expected
to mee in thigs greatly vaunted busi-
ness country, American commercial
| ideals, and business attainments, in-
'dugtrial and otherwise, all enshrired
with the spirit of imagination and
originality, all courageourly visible to
. the rasual observer, but alas | regret
(lo s2y | have been disappointed.

However, there is evidence in many
places of “getting along” and | was
told “many localities were enjoying
huge prosperity,” but there are two
kinas of prosperity. One kind that
§s thrust on a peopie, and the kind
ithat husiress people make for them-
selves., i found the former predom-
'inated.
Stands America Without Originality?
I Why did 1 not see great industrial
ideais, and great improvements in
America® Well | think | can tell the
readers of this paper "why.” It is
perfectly apparent to me, and little
doubt to manyv others, that the United
States has been the =reat expert as-
semlillng e¢mporium in getting to-
gether and using the pick of all the
valuable unprotectod ideas of the
world (industrial and otherwise) and
why not? ‘Whether such a practise
represents lack of brain-service, or
en admission of humiliating weak-
ness (or part of both) must be passed
|an open question. | see no crime in
using up wholesale the valuable ideas
of others. but 1 do see that in follow-
ing this course, great and almost ir-
reparable loss will ensue in the non-
development of the country’'s bhrain-
power, Therefore today in America
the prevailing condition throughout
industry is that invariably every per-
son appears to be working on a copy
| —eternal copy—always copy, but
sometimes with slight deviations.
| Imagination Rufed Out
Any thinking man must feel stag-
sgered ¥ 1t is forced on his intellect
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Donations for this purpose can be sent to Lieut.-
WR. Dubbin, 7 Love Building, Phone 3664,
Residence Phone 7075, or Ensign R. Payne, Manoa
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Balvation Army.

Phone 2562. Checks should be made payable
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that the Industrial section of the
United States has no use for the word
“imaginauion.”

So long as the tremendous demand
of the U'nited States ahsorbs llmnsll
everything that can be made (copy or |
otherwise) then | read their anuuer
Why trouble ahout imagination®”
| The prevailing American
levervwhere “supply the article
and let provide [

The position decries an obscured bat- |
| tle, zetiing ahead anyhoWw,
cr getting ahead. and
| mentalits into a hereditary
|t\[ad coudition

Architecture and the Sky Scraper

] But what of architecture, the build-

Is
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‘ ngﬁ, hotels, d?pil’lmf‘nl stores, ﬂholu‘. I for a large school garden.
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Most thinking people will agree |
the character and quality of
men's minds are portraved in their
work There are. no doubt, great
minds engaged in the sphere of archi-
tecture in such a great country as
America. where there exists what
every architect looks for, but when
an architeet is reduced to a kind of
slavedom, regardless of his ability, his
«rt, or herovic intentions, etc., etc., and
only buildings that will pay dividends,
although devoid of art and character.
are asked for, the soulless sky-scraper
is the sequal. Standardization which
is evervwhere in full evidence in
America is rampant in the sky-
scraper, the prospective property
huilder simply states number of
storles he desires, and up goes the
‘scraper!” Thev are all practically
allke—this also applies to the dfvision
«f the floors. These sky-scrapers in
a sense proclaim the stereotyped
spirit of the country, but they prob-
ably carry out their dividend earning
mission satisfactorily. That consid-
eration to the American is of lirs; Im-
portance,

Hotels and Restaurants

The hotels are but a separate
edition of the skv-scrapers. Every-
thing n and about them bespeaks the
word “standardization.” The food,
however (a la carte), in many is all
that could be desired. The restaurant
derorations, even in some of the new-
est of them, form spectacles of dis-
may. Anyone who has visited our
“Carlton,” lL.ondon, can nicture its ap-
pearance by changing its ivory white
and gold, Adam’s decoration, into
chocolate hrown and placing over-
head extremely heavy copper-colored
electroliers, which to add to the
tragedy are only faintly lighted dur-
ing dinner. | remarked one evening
to my dining friend "Here is & thor-
oughly efficient recipe to dispel all
our youth, and beauty, from our res-
taurants in London, so that with war
economy the order of the day, we
sight paint 2f! our restaurants inside
chocolate brown.” After a slight
pause my friend remarked, "'Not only
youth and beauty dine.” Being @
Scotsman, it took me a little time to
sée his joke.

The Department Stores

The department stores are in full
evidence throughout America and they
enter into the family life largely, al-
though the American department
stores follow the cue of the Bon
Marche, and l.ouvre in Paris, as
clcsely as their less expensive or less
artistic class of merchandige will per-
mit. It is safe to say that the first
department store in America, built
some 50 years ago, was preceded 30
years by Compton House. Liverpool,
a department store built by Miss
Jefferys., The department store in
America taking its best points offers
attractive merchandise and service,
Imt there is nothing novel or wonder-
Iful in its environment, stress, competi-
tion, and circumstances are stereo-
‘typing. and calling a halt on its early
prosperous career.

{ Wild Protection and Insanity

The contents of the department
s!ores form ample opportunity for
judging the relative merits of Ameri-
can's industrial output. The stores
stock everything that will sell, gen-
yeral productions for the milllons are
usually sold at low prices, but not
lower than their quality represents.
For the higher grades exorbitantly
high prices are charged, prices that
are purposely marked up against buv-
(#rs to the level of imported, duty-paid,
efuality—made possible by America's
almost prohibitory protection, which
if removed would leave the major
; portion of American industry hopeless-
lly bankrupt, on this wild protection
(in reality an economic war against
the whole manufacturing worid) alone
‘endures the whole fabric of United
, States industry.

If Great Britain has remained mildly
insane in her free-trade policy, a con-
“dition only admissible if the entire
manufacturing world stood free,
America tops the list in reckless pro-
tective insanity, she pampers her cap-
italists, stuffs their banking accounts,
pads her industrial artisans witn
tariff, in plain words amnouncing to
all the world, that without this pad-
ding her artisans’' competitive abhility
is such that they could not survive in
the stress of personal effort. Amer-
ica’s millions of people are perched
on a twoppling pedestal of deathly in-
security, they blindly await the duy of
reckoning.

Shops Without Majestic Appearance
( I think I will confine my ob-
‘servations to the jewelry and silver-
{ware shops, the business | have Leen
connected with for nearly 50 vears.

In a great land like the T1'nited
States of America. flowing with
money, vouth and anticipation, witih
opportunity apparently chasing every
man, one would expect to find great
jewelry emporiums in all the repre-
sentative towns, each carrving out
part of their mission as gift providers,
however, let me say they do not exist
in that majestic importance. [ can
picture the possibility of such empor-
fums, to this great one hundred mil-
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lion country. There are. however,
several jewelry firms doing import-
ant business, and carrying expensive

SCHOOL GARDEN CONTEST

PATA WILL TRY
WHAT DOES BEST
INTHIS SECTION

January
Star-Bulletin - .
wishes to take!
Centest.  Many
their gar-!
of large,
stones
with

Paia, Mani,
Honoluln
Paia school
in the Garden
bovs have already started
The eground is ll
of small
to contend
and grasses
have sent to Philadelnhia
We are jreparinz the uro

12, 1417

sire

hoys have all

for
ind

We
seeds.

We will (ry many varieties of well-!
known seeds and experiment with
new vegetahles. We shall [ind what
vegetables and what varieties do hest
in Paia.

We will also try the effect of ferti-/
lizer by plantinz part of the garden
with fertilizer and part withont.

The gardens will be well laid ont. |
Althoigh we have many things to
conteaxd with we think that we will
get the first prize.

Youra respectfully,
MANUEL

Grade VIII, Paia school.

{Editor's note —This letter shows
how enthusiastlically the Paia ImlailS]
are going into the contest. Their |
alertness in seandin:, to Philadelphin
for seeds and trying to find what vnn'
best grow in the Paia neighbnrhnmll
is to be highly commendeda

FINDS SUNNY DAYS i
REVIVE TURNIPS WHICH . |
SEEMED TO BE DEAD

Hilo, Hawaii, Jan. 11, 1917. |
Honolulu Star-Bulletin, 1
Honolulu, Hawaii. ‘
Dear Sirs: | started on my garden
at the beginning of the term in Sep- |
tember, 1916, My partners and 1|
cleared and tilled the garden for |
some time. The garden was small, |
so0 we got another garden. My part-
ners and | cleared the garden for
about two weeks. Then we divided it.

I planted beets, but they did not
grow, so | planted turnips. 1 did not

SILVA.

| plant any

| 5S¢4

| stroved

led but failed to germinate
| was

v again and
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hard to win o

They
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The fullowing ve;
growing in our garden
well: Peanuts, carrots,
beans Kohl rabi, lettuee,
cabbage and cabhage were

ations bv Aibcrt Herter in the ca&

symbouzmg the gifts of the Old World

to America; the Lounge, :nsplmr.l by

the Chateau Brissac, in which society

B assembles daily for afternoon tea; the

= spacious Rose Room, where s en

joyed every evenn the Iralian Room, and

ceiled with beaut:fu h carved hazel wood and famed for

its portal of glc:u'mng twisted plilars surmounted by a

guldm image ; the Colonial Room, in which the fashion-
abie world produces original plays in a completely

equipped theatre-~with countless original artstic details

(such as Arthur Putnam's puma motive ) in its many

public rooms-—-with such uni and exclusive service

as the Turkish and Roman baths for ladies (11th floor)

and for gentlemen (12th floor), supplied with salt water
umped diredtly from the ocean; the Eledtnic Gnill,
where table d’hote meals are scrved at moderate prices——
the Hotel St. Francis is one of the most interestin
show places in San Francisco, and a place at whic

interesting peop]e im':ﬁ:bly gather.

THE HOTEL ST. FRANCIS, the largest hotel in
Western America (over one thousand rooms), faces an
entire side of Union " the center of the city’s
life and color,” where the activiry of*all famous camivals
like the Portola, Native Sons’ fiesta, and New Year
celebrations are focused, and where military displays on
such occasions as the visits to the St. Francis of dent
Roosevelt, President Taft, Prince Fushimi of Japan,
Prince Tsai Hsun of China, Admiral Evans in command
of ‘the bartleship fleet, and other dignitaries, have pro-
vided historic spectacles.

‘" NO}‘TE—-WH&Q thehngl Se. f'rnlc;I: will never lower its rates

neath the point at which it 1s ¥ (o] a service at

leasl: e},ﬂ] mpct'hat of the best mmhpﬂs tan mt}w world, it
y

invites comparison between its charges and the tanff
ﬁmbhshed by any other hotel of the first rank.

EUROPEAN PLAN
Rooms, from $2.00; with bath, from $2.50
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keo—try just twice as hard for

prizes, There's a whole lot in
ing above disappointment, and
peeheo pupils are showing pluck  antd
energy in getting to work again., Con
gratulations un L,Dm] effort! hlt!m |
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other .:rml 10t
land was small

Before planting | made the fand soft
and level. Then | made rows abount)
a loot apart. 1 put aboul three
four seeds to an inch, After a few
| days I put fertilizers aroiind the roots

In about a week thev grew abonut
three inches high. Now a few months
have passed and they are about eight
or nine inches high.

When theyv were abont three inches
high we had a heavy ran They
looked as though they were dead, but
after a few sunny davs they hegan
to grow again.

Sometimes I find footmarks
dogs on my garden. destroying avoif
one or two voung plants.

Yonrs respectiully,
TOMOICHI MACHIDA.
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stocks, but on the whole the r»onutr_\']
is poorly represented in the jewelry
line. The production of jewelry and
gilverware is limited in charicter and
in the class of goods produced, their
diamonds and gem set articles are
mostly copies of Parisian and Cap-
tinental productions. The shop win-
dows and shep interiors present a
meager soulless expression, and re-
veal an entire absence of any artistic
ability in displaying their wares,

No Evidence of Enthusiasm

In the planning and setting out of |
the jewelry shops referred to, there |
is no visible evidence of proprietary |
enthusiasm. Even the best shops are
all fitted up in the so much per vard |
style of abiding dreary sameness.
There is entirely absent e\'er_vwherel
the inspiring tone of originality. and |
although | have spent the major por-|
tion of my business life designing.!
planning, improving and rebuilding |
time after time., my eizht stores in
Australasia and two in London, I ad-
mit there §is no special reason why
every other jeweler should he dning |
likewise, i

Youth.and City Distractions
The modern distractions of hig|
cities like New York, Chicago and |
l.ondon in my way of thinking de- |
stroy the concerted purpose and con-,
tinuity of youth, no getting along inl
an original way, | therefore admit ||
had a great natural advantage. The
invigerating, peaceful bracing air of |
the heather hiills of Scotland en-|
forced me with that kind of vigor. |
and enthusiagsm that make study and!
work a recreation. and lift a man
lightly over many every-day diffi-!
culties. Life on a farm lays a founda-'
tion entirely different to that over-
shadowed oy the glare and hustle of
electrically lighted big city streets,
but at 14 the farm could not hold me
longer, so at that age | ventured into
the outer world, determined to suc-,
ceed. [
Capital vs. Brain Service |
I am [fully convinced that neither
iron chainr nor lack of capital will
hold back the man who has got the
“"Do or Die” in him. 1 might add that’
the financial aspect (capital) in my
own early hegiuning had to fill a very
small role, but beginners should re- i
member that capital stands subservi-
ent to brain service, yet it is real:s]
wonderful what even a small capital i
can do in the hands of the man who
knows how to relay it out quickly to
advantage, and when he joins this
method up to a I6-hour work day, !
which in my case meant 145 hours 01’l
pleasure. his course is resolute, and
he is then probably partner, huver!
and salesman by dav. and after husi-
ness hours he may elect to find
amusement, in the way that forined
my own pastime, and become student,
artist and artchitect and even carry
his imaginative faculties into the
dreams of night: no copy or cringing
imitation will satisfy the ambition or |
fill the dignity of such a man's mind.
Mentality the Alpha and Omega

The material well-being and jros-
perity of nations are invariably forged |
in their workshops and factories, but'
the priceless gems of imagination and |
originality that precede manufacture
and which have fathered and created
in the world its present advanced
state of discovery and industrial de-|
velopment were all forged in that:
region of higher mentality, throug h]
centuries of individual insistent in-
vestigation, and completed achieve-!
ment, tilling their sphere of every|
stage in the great scheme of civiliza-|
tion and world wide possibilities,

. YourR GROCER

IS RELIABLE

He wants to hold your trade
and tries to sell you brands
he knows you will like.
He is always ready to recommend

Protective Agency
of Hawan

WM. E. MILES, Manager

Now permanently qtabﬁdledm
Rooms 5 and 6 ﬂteml

Hotel Street, opp. Bishop Street

Phone 1411

ST~

L‘Jaludti

Office Open
Day and Night

Over lapping night

for business and home districts

Skilled detectives for all sorts of prha.te '
principal cltiel of U. 8. lnll C




